
 September 20, 2011 

The Beans’Talk: Update from Mark and Patti Bean 
Translating God’s Word for Quechua speakers in central Peru

Wait, wrong 

Quechua! 

In our last two 

letters we 

mentioned that a 

neighboring 

Quechua dialect 

just dedicated the 

entire Bible. We 

had a woman 

come to the door 

with her new 

Quechua Bible 

carefully wrapped 

up. She wanted to trade it in.  

“I was SO excited to buy this,” Marcelina 

said. “But, after a week of trying my best to 

read it, I gave up. My New Testament is 

easy to understand, but this is really hard. 

Then someone told me that this is the 

wrong Quechua! I want to trade it in for 

“our” Quechua,” she said. 

Alas! What does one say? Sorry, you’re go-

ing to have to wait a few more years!  

Marcelina is from the Margos area. She as-

sumed that since Mark spoke at the dedi-

cation, the Bibles being sold were “our” 

Quechua. We sent her home with her 

money back, but no complete Bible yet in 

her language or the other four we’re work-

ing in. 

Open up the Quechua! 

Pushpi, one of our co-workers on the Old 

Testament translation team, recently 

taught from a Quechua New Testament at 

a big annual convention for believers in a 

neighboring area. The people there 

claimed it was their first time to hear Bible 

teaching in their own language. They were 

so moved that one of the denominational 

leaders stood up and said: “We need to put 

our Spanish Bibles away and begin using 

these Quechua New Testaments.”  

So there you have the contrast. Some peo-

ple, like Marcelina, have a Quechua New 

Testament and use it. Other people barely 

even know that the New Testament exists 

in their language. Pray for the WORD to 

get out!  

Day of the Bible 

This Sunday the 25th is Day of the Bible. 

Shatu, who is also on the Old Testament 

translation team, is making a quick dash 

home for the occasion. As head of his de-

nomination for a large area, he is organiz-

ing a public event to celebrate God’s Word 

in the district capitol. Pray that the WORD 

gets out! 



 

What was that again?  

The team that works ahead on pre-

workshop chapters got to Isaiah 60:16 

which includes the line, “You shall nurse at 

the breasts of kings.” That really caught 

the guys’ attention! It doesn’t say nurse at 

the breasts of queens…which would be 

weird enough to see men lining up to take 

nourishment from a queen. But at least a 

queen could nurse!  

Many mealtimes Mark tells me about in-

teresting challenges of the day. There are 

lots of things I never realized were in my 

Bible! 

Prayer and Praise  

⇒ Praise for the good reception we’ve received this workshop by another mission. They are 

providing lodging and a big room to meet in. 

⇒ Praise for the opportunity to join a group of Quechua speakers here in Huaraz who are in-

volved in promoting the use of Quechua scriptures. A mini-retreat is scheduled the second 

weekend of the workshop (Sept 23–24). Mark has been asked to encourage the participants 

and give a devotional there. 

⇒ Mark has also been asked to be the speaker for the Day of the Bible event in Huaraz. Area 

churches will march through town and end up at the coliseum. 

⇒ Pray for the remaining workshop days that we will make good progress in expressing Isaiah 

in Quechua. The workshop ends September 30th. 

⇒ The weekend of October 8–9 we will be out in a Quechua community belonging to a lan-

guage we are not actually working in, but live close to. Mark’s been invited to teach on mar-

riage and the family. 

We sure appreciate your prayers, encouragement and support. 
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This chart shows OT translation progress for all five participating Quechua languages for the last four books left to go: Isaiah, 

Jeremiah, Lamentations and Ezekiel. The goal: have everything colored green! Stage One: prepared for the workshop. Stage Two: 

adapted, checked and edited. Stage Three: community tested. 
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